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UM HOSTS THIRD ANNUAL MOUNTAIN COM PUTER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
M ISSO U LA -
In the shadow of Mount Sentinel, a unique blend of the classic and the contemporary 
will fill the air at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 8.
The third annual Mountain Computer Music Festival at The University of Montana will 
be at the Phyllis Washington Park Amphitheater at the base of the M Trail.
The festival features guest composer Michael Theodore from the University of 
Colorado and a host of faculty and students from The University of Montana.
Theodore will perform a work for Irish folk instruments and real-timd*computer 
processing, as well as two pieces for computer-processed sound and projected animation.
UM alumnus Christopher Stark will showcase a piece for real-time computer processing 
and trombone.
Other guest works will include two movements for computer-generated surround-sound
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by French composer Pierre Alain Jaffrennou, and a piece for computer-generated sound and 
projected animation by Texan Christopher Morgan.
Charles Nichols, UM assistant professor of composition and music technology, said the 
piece he will perform has a saxophonist playing into a computer that he controls. Programs in
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the computer will allow him to manage delays, distortions and filters on the instrument’s 
sound.
“This concert is the only place you’ll hear this kind of music,” Nichols said.
The music is interactive, he said, because the computer-controlled portion is regulated 
by something other than the instrument, such as foot pedals.
“A violinist could be playing into the computer while controlling other things with his 
feet,” Nichols said.
The last two years were well received, Nichols said, though last year’s show had to be 
moved indoors to the Music Recital Hall on account of rain. That contingency plan remains in 
place should inclement weather descend again.
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